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CONEIDENTIAL PEKING 1172 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
ETAS: EAIR CH TH 

SUBJ: KRIANGSAK VISIT: AIR ROUTES 

REF: PEKING 986 

1. THAI EMBOFE HAS TOLD US THAT THAT SUBJECT OF BANGKOK-CANTON- 
PEKING AIR LINK NEVER REACHED THE TALKING STAGE DURING 
KRIANGSAK VISIT TO PEKING LAST MONTH. ALTHOUGH SUBJECT 

WAS ORIGINALLY TO BE ON THE AGENDA, THE THAI PARTY, APPAR- 
ENTLY AT LAST MINUTE, DECIDED THEY DID NOT WANT TO DISCUSS 
IT. ACCORDING TO EMBOFE, CHINESE WERE PREPARED TO BREAK 
INTO THREE DISCUSSION GROUPS (POLITICAL, SCIENTIEIC AND 
ECONOMIC COOPERATION, AND AIR ROUTES) AND WERE VISIBLY 
ANNOYED WHEN THAI SIDE STATED EIRMLY THEY WISHED ONLY THE 
FIRST TWO GROUPS TO MEET. 

2. EMBOFE DID NOT STATE WHAT HAD CAUSED LAST-MINUTE CHANGE 
OE HEART ON KRIANGSAK'S PART, BUT HINTED THAT IT COULD 
HAVE BEEN UNWILLINGNESS TO ENDANGER LUCRATIVE THAI 
INTERNATIONAL SERVICE TO TAIPEI. 
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